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VETERANS

DISABILITY COMPENSATION AND PENSION BENEFITS

You may be digible for compensation for injuries or illnesses you suffer as a result of active duty or for any you had before
service that were made worse because of your active duty service.

What is VA Disability Compensation? Disability Compensation is a benefit paid to a veteran because of injuries or
diseases that happened while on active duty or were made worse by active military service. The benefits are tax-free.

How Much Does VA Pay for Disability Compensation? The basic benefits are based on how disabled you are. Y our
benefits may beincreased if:

. Y ou have very severe disabili ties to include lossof limb(s).
. Y ou have a spouse, child(ren), or dependent parent(s).
. Y ou have a seriously disabled spouse.

Disability Compensation Topics

Prisoners of War: Former prisoners of war who were incarcerated for at least 30 days are considered digible for
disability compensation if they become at least 10 percent disabled from diseases associated with being held as a
prisoner of war.

Agent Orange and Other Herbicides: Nine diseases are considered service-related for compensation purposes for
veterans exposed to Agent Orange and aher herbicides in Vietnam. They are chloracne, porphyria cutanea tarda,
soft-tisaue sarcoma, Hodgkin's disease, multiple myeloma, respiratory cancers, nonrHodgkin's lymphoma, prostate
cancer, and acute subacute peripheral neuropathy.

Veterans Exposed to Radiation: Veterans exposed to ionizing radiation while on active duty may be digible for
disability compensation if they have disabili ties related to that exposure.

Gulf War Related Conditions: Gulf War veterans who suffer from chronic disabili ties resulting from undiagncsed
ill nesses may receive disabili ty compensation. Theill nesses must have begun during active duty during the Gulf War or
become evident to a degreeof 10 percent or more at any time through December 31, 2001

Allowances for Dependents: Veterans whaose service-conrected dsabili ties arerated at 30 percent or more are antitled
to additional all owances for dependents. The additional amount is determined according to the number of dependents
andthe degreeof disability. A disabled veteran evaluated 30 percent or moreis entitled to a special allowance for a
spouse whoisin reed o the aid and attendance of anather person.

Incar cerated Veterans. Vabenefits are restricted if a veteran, surviving spouse, child, or dependent parent is convicted
of afeony andimprisoned for more than 60 days. The disability compensation paid to an incarcerated veteran is limited
tothe 10 percent disability rate. Any amounts nat paid may be apportioned to dligible dependents. Payments are not
reduced when the recipient is participating in a work-release program, residing in a halfway house, or under community
control.

(Cortinued onpage 2)



What is Disability Pension? Disability Pensionis a benefit paid to wartime veterans with limited income if they are no
longer ableto work.

Who is Eligible to Receive a Disability Pension?
You may be digibleif:

) Y ou were discharged from service under other than dshonaable condtions, AND
. Y ou served 90 days or more of active duty with at least one day during a period d war, AND
. Y ou have disabili ties that keegp you from working a regular, full-time job, AND

Your countable family incomeis below a yearly limit set by law.

How Much Does VA Pay?
VA pays you the diff erence between your countable family income and the yearly income limit which describes your
situation. This differenceis usually paid in 12 equal monthly payments.

Disability Pension Taopics

Improved Pension: Veterans with low incomes may be digible for monetary support if they served 90 days or more of
active mili tary service, one day of which was during a period d war. The veteran must be permanently andtotally
disabled for reasons other then the veteran’ s own will ful misconduct. The pensionis reduced by the amount of the
countable income of the veteran and the income of the spouse or dependent chil dren. When a veteran without a spouse
or child is being furnished nursing hame or domicili ary care by VA, the pension canna exceed $90 per month.

Protected Pension Programs: Pensioners entitled to benefits as of December 31, 1978 who chocse nat to receive a
pension under the Improved Pension Program cortinue to receive pension benefits at the rate they were antitled to
receive on December 31, 1978 aslongas they remain permanently andtotally disabled, do nd lose a dependent, and
their incomes do nd exceed the income limitation.

Aid and Attendance or Household: A veteran whois a patient in a nursing hane, whois otherwise determined by VA
tobein real o theregular aid and attendance of ancther person, or whois permanently hausebound may be attitled to
higher income limitations or additional benefits, dependng onthe type of pension received.

Other Disability Benefits

Automobile Assistance: Veterans and service members qualify for this benefit if they have service-conrected lossof one
or both hands or fed or permanent lossof use or permanent impairment of vision d both eyes (VA regulations gecify how
great the impairment must bein arder to qualify for this benefit). Veterans entitled to compensation for ankylosis of one or
both krees or one or both hips may be digible for adaptive equipment for an automobil e,

Clothing Allowance: Any veteran whoiis entitled to receive compensation for a service-conrected dsabili ty for which he or
she uses prosthetic or orthopedic appliances may receive an annual clothing all owance. The all owance also is available to
any veteran whose service-conrected skin condtion requires prescribed medication that damages the veteran’s outer
garments.

For information onthese topics, visit VA's web site at www.vba.va.gov
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