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"Old Breed, New

COMMANDANTS COMMENTARY
Marines:

Hard to believe we are in a new year! Toys for Tots
was again a great success. Thanks to all that helped.
An article from Rachael Rice to follow. Wish more of
you would get involved, we have a great time and
are doing a great thing. Pauline Roberts is largely
responsible for our success and my cover is off to
her.

We had a great outcome at the ball in November
with over 80 Marines and guests in attendance. Dick
Roberts was the oldest Marine, but we suspect foul
play. For whatever reason, Bob Izer was late. He
usually is the oldest Marine in attendance, but
arrived after the ceremony. NCIS Union County is
conducting an investigation. Will keep you posted.
Gary Auten was selected as our Marine of the Year,
and let me tell you, he deserved it. He is on call 24/7
and his wife Barb is usually there with him. Thanks
Gary for all you do!

The winter staff meeting was held earlier this month
in Grantville. If you have the time, please attend the
next one in March. The meetings are very
informative and the camaraderie cannot be beat!
Also, make time to visit the Department website.
The professional development program is very
educational, and may answer a lot of questions you
have regarding the League. Take time to complete
the feedback section. FYl — do not go to the
hospitality room, you will be “appointed” to offices
and will become a member of the Keystone
Headquarters Detachment. | am now their Junior
Vice and am also Benefits officer for the
Department.

We had our election of officers in November, and
Breed, our installation was done by PNC Paul Hastings, with

Al That Matters Is The MARINE BREED!" Dept. Paymaster Allen Ferguson and District

Lieutenant General Lewis H. "Chesty" Puller

Assistant Vice Hank Fiola assisting. | look forward to
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being commandant again, as well as working with
our newly elected Sr. and Jr. Vice’'s.

Hale and Farewell: Sadly, we have lost a detachment
member, Col. Roger Holtzapple. We had
representation at his viewing, as well as many of our
detachment members providing the rifle volley and
color guard at the funeral. Paul Haines played Taps.
The American Legion also provided a color guard.
We will miss our brother.

We are celebrating our 40" year in charter next
month. | am asking everyone to bring some finger
food to share after the meeting. In case you are
wondering, lobster is a finger food. | will bring the
place settings, and if | hit another deer, some fresh
ring bologna.

Romaine Brunson, Commandant
Susquehanna Valley Detachment 308

District V Vice Commandant, Dept of Pa

S

This year’s Toys for Tots program was a great

success again. The program helped over 4500 local
area children have a better Christmas.

Many thanks go out to the area businesses and
individuals who either helped at the toy building or
had a box at their location.

Many Marine Corps members played a big part in
helping this year to be successful from volunteering
to help at the building, delivering and picking up
toys. Many also played Santa and delivered toys to
families.

Thanks again and see you next year.

Rachael Rice, Assistant Coordinator

NEWS FOR ALL VETERANS.....

Subject: DD 214 Increased Social Security
Benefits For Vets

DD 214 Increased Social Security Benefits
For Vets

DD FORM 214 -- EXTRA SOCIAL SECURITY
BENEFIT for those with active duty between
January 1957 to December 31, 2001

See the web site & notes below to possibly
increase your Social Security Benefits.

DD FORM 214 -- SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT
Please share this with anyone who had active
duty service between January 1957 to
December 31, 2001, and planning for retirement.
In a nutshell it boils down to this:

You qualify for a higher social security payment
because of your Military service, for active duty
any time from 1957 through 2001 (the program
was done away with 1 January 2002). Up to
$1200 per year of earnings credit credited at
time of application -which can make a
substantial difference in social security monthly
payments upon your retirement. You must bring
your DD-214 to the Social Security Office and
you must ask for this benefit to receive it!
SocSec website:
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm

This is something to put in your files for when
you apply for Social Security down the road.. It
is NOT just for retirees, BUT anyone who has
served on active duty between January 1957 to
December 31, 2001.

FYI - this benefit is not automatic, you must ask
for it! We've all been on active duty between
1957 and 2001 or know someone who has.
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Enclosed you will find 50/50 tickets. The cost is
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Please return funds to my
address: Brunson, 462 Zerbe Rd, Middleburg PA
17842 Drawing to be held at next detachment
meeting (there will be food there). If you want more
chances, send the extra money, | will send you the
extra tickets. Make check payable to Susq
Detachment 308 MCL.

Excer ptsfrom a speech by RADM J. Stark, USN:

...thefirst reason | like Marines. They set high
standards -- for themsel ves and those around them --
and will accept nothing less.
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